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N TIRTIDN I MIND 90R Wi - and in order that you recount into the ears of your son and your
son’s son. The word sippur (story), as in sippur yetzias Mitzrayim, the story of the Exodus from Egypt,
is rooted in’ﬂE\vE?EEfa £, 1o recount. The word is also related to the noun sofer, a scribe, The
common etymological root of these words suggests that a story can be transmitted orally, as well as
through the written word.

Megillas Esther is referred to as both an igeres (letter) and a sefer (book). The difference between
an igeres and a sefer is that an igeres is written (0 loss ‘xacting standards thani # sefer. A Tetter con-
Notes something that is not crafted with care since 1t 1 ToUTRE y discarded alter belng read. A sefer,
on the other hand, must be written on parchment and must be permanent. It contains no superflu-
ous words or letters. A sofer writes a sefer for his generation as well as for succeeding generations.
r\ Chazal maintain that at twilight of the sixth day, the groundwork was established for some of
the greatest Biblical miracles (Avos 5:8). Included within that group of miracles, God also created
kesav vehamichtay, the ability to write. That the seemingly prosaic writing skill appears in this list of
otherwise supernatural items suggests that there is something extraordinary in the ability to record
an.idea or event and preserve it thousands of years g the future.

The written word allows Us 1o delve Tnto mans thoughts and identify with them, When we study
Chumash, we are not merely learning of events that took place thousands of years ago. Through
the'skill of kesav vehamichtav we become contemporaries of the protagonists. As 2 child in cheder, 1
studied the parashah of Lech Lecha towards the beginning of the school year, during the raw Polish
autumn. As [ trudged through the muddy streets to school, I imagined how Abraham traveled to i
Canaan under similar circumstances. As a young boy, I lived with the drama of the Akeidah and the
tragedy of Sarah’s death. My heart would pound in fear that perhaps Esau would return early from
the hunt before Isaac completed his blessing and Jacob would be caught red-handed.

Today, we experience what is popularly referred to as a generation gap. Children can find no
meaning in their parents’ experiences. They have difficulty identifying with people and events that
took place only twenty years earlier. Yet, the ability to transport us into the past, to span genera-
tiotis, is the sublime idea behind kesav vehamichiay. Through kesav vehamichtav, one can relive
events that happened even thousands of years ago.

This miracle of kesav vehamichtav is most evident on the Seder night. A key directive in the
Haggadah is the statement, In every generation, one is obligated to see himself as if he personally left

31 E&ypt How can we relive an event that happened 3.500 years ago? Through Torah shebe'al peh, a

traditi ; . - )
dl[lOT-I that unites ys with previous generations and enables us to €Xperience events simultane-
ously with them

Recounting vetzias Mitzravim is not merely telling a storv: The imperative of and vou shall tell
vour son (13:8) has a deeper meaning, It means that the son should be the sefer upon which the.
father writes. The foremost task of a father is to be a sofer, 10 transform his son into a bookwn
which he \\'ri[es—xmw that will survive him and be imparted to succeeding generations.

“The appellation “the people of the book™does not signifv a nation that reads books: it is a na-
tion whose very being is a book The mitzvah of sippur veizias Mitzravim means inscribing ones
enlife religious consciousness upon the next generation until that generation is ready to perform

‘ the same task of sippur at the Seder tablé with their own children. «Derasho: Haray. pp. 141-148)
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